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Medicare Background 

eviCore healthcare follows Medicare rules when applying coverage decisions for 
durable medical equipment under Medicare Advantage plans.

Reasonable and Necessary Service 

Medicare defines services as reasonable and necessary when they lead to any of the 
following:

 Diagnosis or treatment of an illness

 Diagnosis or treatment of an injury 

 Improvement of the functionality of a malformed body member

Medicare Criteria Hierarchy 

When making medical necessity determinations for Medicare members, eviCore will 
employ the following strategy for both utilization management case reviews and 
automated claim edit application: 

 Medicare Benefit Policy Manual 

 National Coverage Determinations (NCDs)

 Local Coverage Determinations (LCDs and LCAs)

 Proprietary guidelines including

o MCGTM evidence-based Care Guidelines® 

o eviCore guidelines 

 Society/Peer reviewed literature
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