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MRI of the brain is the appropriate initial imaging study for diagnosis,
characterization and surveillance of a variety of neurologic conditions, including, but
not limited to: neoplastic conditions, evaluation of the brain parenchyma, meninges,
ischemia and infarction, neurodegenerative disorders, hydrocephalus,
demyelinating conditions, post-traumatic brain injury, inflammatory and autoimmune
disorders and infectious disorders."

MRI brain has some benefit over CT for determining age of intracranial
hemorrhage, early stroke (via Diffusion imaging sequences), and detection of micro
hemorrhage.!4567

MRI is also indicated for further characterization of abnormalities detected on other
imaging tests such as CT or sonography."

Limitations to MRI include artifacts due to motion and susceptibility effects, contrast
complications, contraindication due to ferromagnetic devices or implants.
Additionally, severe claustrophobia may require sedation in order to complete the
study.?
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