
  

Evidence Discussion (HD 27.1)  
 A complete history and otologic exam should be performed prior to advanced 

imaging for the workup of hearing loss. Formal audiometric testing is also 
necessary to determine whether the hearing loss is conductive, sensorineural or 
mixed. 

 MRI brain is generally preferred for sensorineural and mixed hearing loss, 
particularly for unilateral hearing loss, congenital loss, or for surgical planning. 

 CT orbits/temporal bone is preferred for cases of conductive hearing loss, trauma, 
or suspected bony or middle ear disorders. 

 Both may be supported for surgical planning (cochlear implants, petrous apex 
disorders) 
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