
   

Evidence Discussion (ONC 27.7)  
 

Lymphoblastic Lymphoma 
Initial diagnosis 

Patients with lymphoblastic lymphoma should undergo a diagnostic-quality contrasted CT of the 
neck, chest, abdomen, and pelvis, or a PET/CT fusion study to define areas of involvement and 
assess disease bulk, which has prognostic implications. There is no clear benefit to combining 
contrasted, diagnostic CTs with a PET/CT fusion study for this condition. (1, 2) 

An MRI of the brain is supported only for symptoms of CNS disease, as it has not been shown 
to improve the detection of CNS involvement compared with CSF cytology alone. (2) 

Restaging 

CT is supported at end of induction only for those with known bulky disease at diagnosis. If a 
residual mass is present, it can be re-evaluated at each new therapy phase. There is no clear 
evidence that more frequent imaging changes management. (2)   

The role of PET/CT is unclear.  Guidelines support PET/CT only if there is a residual mass 
greater than or equal to 8mm and if a clear management decision depends on the results.   

Residual masses that are not metabolically active are considered a complete response. Further 
imaging is not supported once a negative PET/CT is obtained, even if a residual mass remains. 
(3.4) 

Surveillance 

Advanced imaging is not supported for surveillance in lymphoblastic lymphoma, as there is no 
evidence of improved survival when recurrence is detected by imaging rather than clinical and 
laboratory assessment. (1,2,5)   
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