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Waldenstrom Macroglobulinemia/Lymphoplasmacytic Lymphoma   
Initial Staging 

NCCN supports contrasted CT of chest, abdomen, and pelvis (Kumar 2024, 
Dimopoulous 2019). PET/ CT fusion is recommended equally with diagnostic CT by the 
NCCN, however the role of PET has not been definitively shown and is not used for 
treatment stratification at this time (Thomas 2019, Banwait 2011). Given the increased 
radiation exposure and cost of PET/CT without a clear benefit, PET/CT is not indicated 
for initial staging, restaging, or surveillance of lymphoplasmacytic lymphoma. 

Restaging 

NCCN supports contrasted, diagnostic quality CTs every 2 cycles of chemotherapy and 
at end of treatment to determine response and prevent under-treatment.  Diagnostic, 
contrasted CTs of chest, abdomen, pelvis and previously involved areas are supported 
for suspected recurrence (Kumar 2024, Dimopoulous 2019). PET/CT is not consistently 
correlated with monoclonal protein response, which is the primary means of monitoring 
this entity and PET/CT is not recommended for restaging of this entity (Banwait 
2011,Thomas 2019, Kumar 2024). 

Surveillance 

Surveillance of lymphoplasmacytic lymphoma is based on laboratory monitoring of 
blood counts and chemistries, serum proteins, and immunoglobulins. There is no 
established role for imaging surveillance in this entity (Thomas 2019, Kumar 2024).  
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