
   

Literature Discussion- Ganglion Cysts – General (MS-7.1) 
 
The most appropriate initial imaging test for ganglion is an x-ray. Some conditions need 
additional imaging tests for diagnosis or to plan for treatment, when x-rays are normal or 
equivocal.1 When there is a cystic mass for which surgery is being considered, Ultrasound or 
MRI can be considered. Ultrasound is often sufficient for evaluating typical cysts and MRI is 
useful for preoperative purposes, for cysts with atypical features or when neurologic 
symptoms are present.3 High resolution MRI was also found to be diagnostic for occult 
dorsal wrist ganglion.4 
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